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Please Pray For Those Who Are Sick: Frank Murray, Winnie Deighan, George Cowan and for those who are 
working so hard to care for the sick especially those who work in our hospitals. 
 
Please Pray For Those Who Have Died Recently: Betty Dundas and Anne Rigg. 
 
Please Pray For Those Whose Anniversaries Occur About Now: Vincent Marron, Colin Phee and for the 
month’s mind of Ann and William McAdam and Mary Ferguson. 
 
The Family Of Betty Dundas sincerely thank all the parishioners and friends who attended outside the Church  
and at the Cemetery on Thursday. The show of affection for Mum and support of the family was truly humbling  
and overwhelming.  
 
In The House Porch there are copies of the Bulletin, Mass Sheets, Census Forms, Standing Order Forms, Special 
Donation Envelopes, Gift Aid Packs, Paper and Pens. 
 
Fr. Michael Will Celebrate Mass Alone Each Day praying for the members of the Parish Community and their 
intentions. Fr. Michael is still available in emergencies but is observing the Government’s advice on social distancing. 
 
Remember Fr. Michael has asked the young people of the Parish to contribute a drawing or sketch on a given 
topic. Paper and pens available in the house porch - help yourself! Theme for next weekend’s illustration is “Jesus 
Teaches Children”. Please put your name and class on the picture. Fr. Michael is offering a prize for the best one! 
 
Fr. Michael is attempting to compile a database of the Parish to help us stay in touch with one another - there were 
no records kept by previous Parish Priests. Please take a Census Form and complete it, returning it to the House 
(outside door of House Porch accessible). All data held in accordance with GDPR. 
 
St. Conval's customarily hosts the end of the year Mass for St. Benedict's High School. We did so again online this 
year. We celebrated at 10.00am on Tuesday 23rd. Thank you for joining us to pray for the School Community as the 
Education of our Children and Young People is challenging for them and their Teachers in these days, we wish 
them a good holiday and a restful break. 
 
The Announcement made by the First Minister last week has made it possible to open our Churches for Personal 
Prayer on Sunday, 28th June (and then again on Sunday, 5th July - not on the weekdays in between) though not yet 
for the Public Celebration of Mass. 
Fr. Michael has ensured that the Church environment is suitable for the Public Health requirements - this will 
involve a one-way system for entering and leaving the Church, please enter by the main door sanitising hands on 
entering, maintaining physical distancing, etc. 
Stewards will direct you down the main aisle to a seat, please stay in it for a brief period of prayer and leave by the 
side aisles and the side door. 
We have times when the Church is open and we will require cleaning after each open period. 
Thank you for volunteering to help with these tasks of stewarding and cleaning. 
The Parish has provided volunteers with all the necessary supplies but if visiting please consider wearing your own 
face mask and gloves. 
It will be important for us ALL, while we rejoice to be back in Church, to ensure that our Churches do not become a 
source of infection spread, so we will err on the side of caution always. 
Please be patient so that we do not undo the steps we have made in these long weeks of lockdown, which have 
been so testing for us all in so many ways. 
 

So the schedule for this week is: 
Saturday, 27th June - Vigil Mass for Sunday (Solemnity of St. Peter and St. Paul) at 5.30pm 
Sunday, 28th June - Solemn Evening Prayer and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament at 5.30pm 
Tuesday, 30th June - Mass at 10.00am 
Friday, 3rd July - Mass at 10.00am 
Sunday, 5th July - Mass at 10.30am 
Sunday, 5th July - CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER from 12noon until 3.00pm 
 

We will increase our opening hours on the subsequent weekdays when we have more volunteers to steward and to 
clean afterwards, times in next week's Bulletin. 



 
Throughout The Diocese all parishioners are invited to contribute to a Spiritual Bouquet the Diocese hopes to 
present to our two hospitals. The link below takes people to the web page where they can indicate their spiritual 
contribution i.e. rosaries, prayers, acts of charity. These will be added together and a presentation made to the 
hospitals. Visit: https://tinyurl.com/y8ffcunp      
 
This Is Pope Francis’ Words Of Encouragement To Us Based On The Life Of King David ... 
 

Today we meet King David. Favoured by God even from his youth, he is chosen for a unique mission that would 
play a central role in the history of the people of God and in our own faith. In the Gospels, Jesus is called "son of 
David" a number of times; like him, in fact, He is born in Bethlehem. According to the promises, the Messiah would 
come from the descendants of David: a King completely after God's heart, in perfect obedience to the Father, 
whose action faithfully realises His plan of salvation (see Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2579). 
 

David's story begins on the hills surrounding Bethlehem, where he grazes the flock of his father, Jesse. He is still a 
boy, the last of many brothers. So much so that when the prophet Samuel, acting on God's order, goes in search of 
the new king, it almost seems that his father has forgotten about his youngest son (see 1 Sam 16:1-13). He worked 
in the open air: we can think of him as a friend of the wind, of the sounds of nature, of the sun's rays. He has only 
one companion to comfort his soul: his harp; and during those long days spent in solitude, he loves to play and to 
sing to his God. He also played with the slingshot. 
 

David is, therefore, first of all a shepherd: a man who takes care of animals, who defends them from oncoming 
danger, who provides for their sustenance. When by God's will David will have to care for his people, the things he 
will do will not be very different. This is why the image of the shepherd frequently occurs in the Bible. Even Jesus 
defined Himself as "the good shepherd", whose behaviour is different than that of the mercenary; He offers His life 
on behalf of the sheep, He guides them, He knows each one by name (see Jn 10:11-18). 
 

David had learned a lot from his previous job. So, when the prophet Nathan reproves him for his very serious sin 
(see 2 Sam 12:1-15), David understands right away that he had been a bad shepherd, that he had despoiled 
another man of his only sheep that he loved, that he was no longer a humble servant, but a man who was crazy  
for power, a poacher who looted and preyed on others. 
 

A second characteristic trait present in David's vocation is his poet's soul. From this small observation, we can 
deduce that David was not a vulgar man, as is often the case with individuals who are forced to live for long periods 
in isolation from society. He is, instead, a sensitive person who loves music and singing. His harp would accompany 
him always: sometimes to raise a hymn of joy to God (see 2 Sam 6:16), other times to express a lament, or to 
confess his own sin (see Ps 51:3). 
 

The world that presented itself before his eyes was not a silent scene: as things unravelled before his gaze, he 
observed a greater mystery. That is exactly where prayer arises: from the conviction that life is not something  
that takes us by surprise, but a stupefying mystery that inspires poetry, music, gratitude, praise, even lament and 
supplication in us. When a person lacks that poetic dimension, let's say, when poetry is missing, his or her soul 
limps. Thus, tradition has it that David is the great artist behind the composition of the Psalms. Many of them at the 
beginning bear an explicit reference to the king of Israel, and to some of the more or less noble events of his life. 
 

David, therefore, has a dream: that of being a good shepherd. Sometimes he will live up to that that task, other 
times less so; what is important, however, in the context of the history of salvation, is that he is a prophecy of 
another King, whom he merely announces and prefigures. 
 

Look at David, think about David. Holy and sinful, persecuted and persecutor, victim and murderer, which is a 
contradiction. David was all of this, together. And we too have recorded events in our lives that are often opposed  
to each other; in the drama of life, all people often sin because of inconsistency. There is one single golden thread 
running through David's life, that gave unity to everything that happened: his prayer. That is the voice that was 
never extinguished. David the saint prays: David the sinner prays; David, persecuted, prays; David the persecutor 
prays. Even David the murderer prays. This is the golden thread running through his life. A man of prayer. That is 
the voice that is never silenced. Whether it assumed tones of jubilation or lament, it is always the same prayer, it is 
only the melody that changes. In so doing, David teaches us to let everything enter into dialogue with God: joy as 
well as guilt, love as well as suffering, friendship as much as sickness. Everything can become a word spoken to 
the "You" who always listens to us. 
 

David, who knew solitude, was in reality never alone! In the end, this is the power of prayer in all those who make 
space for it in their lives. Prayer gives you nobility, and David is noble because he prays. But he is a murderer who 
prays; he repents and his nobility returns thanks to prayer. Prayer gives us nobility. it is capable of securing their 
relationship with God who is the true Companion on the journey of every man and woman, in the midst of life's 
thousand adversities, good or bad: but always prayer. Thank you, Lord. I am afraid, Lord. Help me, Lord. Forgive 
me, Lord. David's trust is so great that, when he was persecuted and had to flee, he did not let anyone defend  
him: "If my God humiliates me thus, He knows what He is doing", because the nobility of prayer leaves us in  
God's hands. Those hands wounded by love: the only sure hands we have. 
 


